
Outdoor Learning: Raising attainment and delivering excellence & equity  
 

The journey through education for any child in Scotland must include a series of planned, quality outdoor learning 

experiences.    (Learning and Teaching Scotland, 2010, p. 6) 

The Scottish Real World Learning Partnership is comprised of charities and social enterprises from across Scotland, all of 

whom provide continual and consistent support and encouragement for outdoor learning. Over the lifetime of the Scottish 

Parliament there have been significant strides forward with regard to the status and contribution of outdoor learning. With 

the forthcoming elections we ask for the support of your Party to build upon these foundations. 

 

Every child has the right to learn outside the classroom in authentic contexts. This is supported by Education Scotland’s 

2010 policy document, Curriculum for Excellence through Outdoor Learning and a recent SNH report (779), Teaching, 

Learning and Play in the Outdoors (2015). Outdoor learning is an integral component of Learning for Sustainability (2013), a 

government endorsed set of 31 recommendations which recognises every learners’ entitlement to Learning for 

Sustainability. Of particular note is “1.1. Outdoor learning should be a regular, progressive curriculum-led experience for all 

learners”. A number of local authorities have also identified ways outdoor learning can be used to help close the 

attainment gap, as part of the Attainment Challenge, and support learning in Health and Wellbeing, literacy and numeracy. 

 

However, the quality and quantity of outdoor learning continues to be limited (Higgins & Nicol, 2013), particularly within 

schools in disadvantaged areas where students potentially could benefit the most and where the attainment gap is the 

greatest (Mannion et al, 2015). Those young people who do not have access to a range of outdoor learning opportunities 

from either their school or home life, are also less likely to then be able to access these places later in life. This has social 

justice and health and wellbeing implications.  

Key issues for the next parliament  

1 Increasing provision: The wide variation in pupils’ outdoor learing experiences is inequitable and needs to be 

addressed through a concerted approach to highlight the multi-dimensional benefits of outdoor learning across 

the whole 3 to 18 age range, in all sectors. For example SQA qualifications, where possible, should explicitly state 

the requirement for ‘real world’ learning contexts and assess the skills gained through outdoor learning. 

Increased quality partnerships, improved access to local green spaces and woodlands, along with utilizing and 

developing achievement awards all can contribute to this. National support for leadership and co-ordination is 

essential to harness and direct this potential. 

2 Improving training and understanding of the benefits: Initial teacher education should feature outdoor learning 

pedagogy and experiences in all subject areas.  Education Scotland should both provide and support professional 

development, working with General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) and other providers to establish a 

network of enquiring practitioners. We call on all politicians to ensure that appropriate resources are in place to 

support collaborative partnerships with the third sector and other providers, to embed outdoor learning in the 

practice of all educators through a research informed approach. 

3 School grounds: That ‘school buildings, grounds and policies should support Learning for Sustainability’ is an 

aspect of the Scottish Government’s commitment to Learning for Sustainability.  These areas are fundamentally 

important to increasing outdoor learning opportunities. To support this, all work on existing and new school 

grounds should maximise the potential for all learners to have daily contact with nature in thoughtfully 

developed, richly creative outdoor spaces. 

4 Transport: During the school day access to public transport for school visits across Scotland should be free 

(similar to the system which currently operates across London). This would eliminate a major cost barrier for 

schools in more disadvantaged areas and also encourage more sustainable travel. 

5 Inspection:  School inspectors need not only to understand the benefits of outdoor learning in relation to 

attainment and curriculum outcomes, and associated pedagogical approaches, but also ensure outdoor learning 

provision is fully included within the inspection process. 
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Daniel Moncrieff, Head of FSC Scotland, Field Studies Council 
Alison Motion, GfL Scotland Director, Grounds for Learning 
Rob Bushby, John Muir Award Manager, John Muir Trust 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 


