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Arran Coastal Way 
Route

105 km / 65 miles

Most walkers 
complete in 5-7 days

Variety of terrain and 
habitats - gentle 
coastal paths, rocky 
and rugged coastline, 
forest track plus more 
mountainous terrain 
(up Goatfell, 874m)

Passes through 12 
villages

Several other side 
trips and places of 
interest that are easily 
accessed



History of the Arran Coastal 
Way

1990s – The idea was dreamed up by two 
local men, Dick Sim and Hugh McKerrell

Early 2000s - Supporters Group founded, 
route confirmed and brochures printed

2003 – Route officially opened by Cameron 
McNeish

2011 - Arran Access Trust took responsibility 
for the Coastal Way 

2012 - Surveys carried out on path condition 
and potential improvements

2014 - 2 year funding package gained



Project Outcomes

Economic Impact: Increase visitor numbers 
and length of stay, resulting in an additional 
£1 million of visitor expenditure

Employment: 5.5 direct jobs created as well 
as indirect jobs created and safeguarded

Other Opportunities: provide additional 
benefits for local businesses, tourism 
events, individuals and community projects



Project Objectives

3.5 miles of new path, 17 miles of upgraded 
path

4 trainee pathworker placements, leading to 
their future employment

Enlist at least 3 volunteer groups to maintain 
path

New signage and interpretation

New website (mobile compatible)

Enhanced publicity and promotion

Gain 'Scotland's Great Trails' status



Upgrading and creating footpaths:



and more … 



we improve 
walkers' 
experience of 
our south 
coast?

We will not be 
building paths 
in these 
beautiful wild 
places!



… 831 man hours
… 146 tonne 
bags (volume not 
weight) filled with 
mainly plastic 
waste 

South 
Coast 
Beach 
Clean 
(Summer 
2015)



Coastal Way Footpath team (employees)
Coastal Way Volunteers
Volunteers from other organisations (e.g. 
COAST)
Local people
Farmers
The Council

Who did we work with?



Set date(s) and publicise as widely as 
possible
Agreement from Council they would pick up 

rubbish we could get up to the main road 
(and person to contact when it was there) 

Calculate best get out points / places to 
take rubbish to the road

Talk to farmers and 
local people to gain 
their help

How did it happen?



Disseminate results to thank volunteers, to 
get future support and provide 
encouragement!

Afterwards?



What now?

Groups on Arran continue to perform beach cleans:

Coastal Way volunteer groups
COAST
Village Improvements Committees
Visiting students at Arran Outdoor Education 

Centre,     Lochranza Centre and through 
companies like               Adventure Expeditions 
(Duke of Edinburgh / John Muir   Award)



What now?
One of our volunteers has championed 
this … 

“Last year we cleared over 150 ton bags 
of plastic rubbish from the coast around 
the the south of Arran (including vast 
quantities of drinks bottles) and this year 
some areas are apparently almost as 
bad again. This can't go on.

Germany introduced a deposit system on 
almost all drinks bottles a number of 
years ago and it works brilliantly.

Perhaps you'd like to sign this 
Greenpeace petition asking Roseanna 
Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for 
Environment, to create a bottle deposit 
return scheme in Scotland: 
https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-
scotland-ef

(comment and link can be found on 

Up to 12.7 million tonnes of plastic waste enters the 
ocean every year, killing marine life, threatening 
ecosystems and contaminating seafood.

Every day in the UK 35 million plastic bottles are 
used and discarded.

Deposit return schemes work by charging a little bit 
extra when you buy a bottled drink, then refunding it 
when the bottle is returned. The more bottles that are 
returned, the more can be re-used or recycled, 
reducing the amount that end up as litter, in our 
oceans and in landfill.

Scotland was ahead of the curve on the plastic bag 
charge - now there’s a chance to lead the way on 
tackling plastic bottle pollution and set an example to 
the rest of the UK.

https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-scotland-ef


Any Questions?

arran@coastalway.co.uk -
www.coastalway.co.uk

Find us on Facebook or Twitter -

Thank you!

mailto:arran@coastalway.co.uk
http://www.coastalway.co.uk/

