
 

Good morning everyone and thank you very much for inviting me to come here today and be 

a part of this Clyde Marine Litter Event.   

I really hope that my experiences with Beachwatch Bute can help you to tackle the issues of 

marine litter in your area.    We want to be able share the knowledge that we have gained 

over the years and this is how we see Beachwatch Bute growing and developing in the 

future.   

But first, I must tell you that I am very nervous; this public speaking business does not come 

easy to me at all.  I am much better at cleaning beaches!   

So….  I’ll start with a brief background about the Charity, Beachwatch Bute:    This 

charity was formed by a group of locals who were concerned about the ever increasing 

amounts of marine litter that was washing up on the shores of our beautiful island.  They met 

back in 1997 to discuss what could be done about this issue.    A committee was soon formed, 

funding was sought, and a Beachranger was hired.  We became a registered charity in April 

‘98 and with funding secured; a tractor and trailer were purchased to allow easier removal of 

this detritus from our beaches and shores. 

Our coastline is varied on Bute as, falling in the middle of the Highland Fault; we have very 

different types of beaches and shorelines which must be dealt with, sometimes quite 

uniquely.  Many areas are difficult to access and are remote.  Many beaches, such as Ettrick 

and Scalpsie are popular with both locals and tourists and they bring their own challenges. 

We are always careful to work with farmers to avoid damaging the ground, especially in the 

wetter periods.     It is very important to Risk Assess at all times and to be diligent.  

Situated where we are, our island suffers from marine litter from many various 

sources.  Whether it began its journey further up the Clyde, in Ayrshire or Kintyre, we tend to 

get litter driven by the tides and prevailing winds on most of our shores.  But, we must look 

on this as a massive positive.   

Thankfully when litter is served up on our beaches from the sea, we can do something about 

it and take it out of the environment.    

And now for my background:  I am what is known as a Brandane, born and   brought up on 

the Island of Bute.   I spent many happy years working in the Forestry with my father.  My 

work for the Bute Estate included driving the forestry tractors, working the winches and 

using a chainsaw and an axe!  It was hard work, but I loved it!   We actually worked in the 

woods here on Millport back in 1980, which was a very long time ago!     I’ve also been a 

farm worker, a weaver and lab technician, but I always missed my days working 

outdoors.  When the job for Beachranger came up almost 10 years ago, my husband said to 

go for it, and I did.  Out of over 50 applicants for the position, I was the only female and I 

was later told that they only interviewed me to avoid the accusation of being sexist!!   It was 

thanks to my ability to drive a tractor, my local knowledge and reputation as being a hard 

worker, that to my delight, I got the job and the rest, they say, is history! 

How to get started….  The first thing is…    Engaging the community:  This is the most 

important and is a vital part of becoming a successful group!  We are lucky being on Bute, 

(as you are here on Cumbrae) as living on an island means that we already have a captive 



 

audience!  If you can get the community involved and working with you, then you are half 

way there to forming your own successful Beachwatch.   

Your group must be community driven.   Get volunteers from all ages and backgrounds; 

everyone has a skill that they can bring to the table.  If we all do a little, the difference will be 

amazing!   

It has been proven that developing a sense of pride in our environment means that people are 

less likely to litter.  This is something I have really noticed with primary school children.  We 

have a small rural school which is situated across the road from the sea-shore.  God help 

anyone seen throwing litter on to that beach after they have just done a beach clean!     

Also, teaching young people about the wildlife and how it can be affected by marine litter is 

also a great incentive for changes in littering habits.  There is a family of otters living near the 

school and they have helped us to drive home the message that we need to protect our native 

animals from the dangers of marine litter.  

Funding:  Our main funders are EB Scotland.  They are an Approved Body operating within 

the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund.  The SLCF is a tax credit scheme that enables 

operators of landfill sites to contribute money to Approved Bodies to help groups carry out 

projects that meet environmental objectives.  Over the last 10 years more than £300,000 has 

been awarded to various groups within Argyll and Bute.    

We also self-fund our charity through bag packs at our local supermarket, attend local events, 

membership scheme, receive donations and we also have collection boxes around the 

town.   Last year we held a very successful Vatersay Boys fund-raiser ceilidh to mark the 

closing of the Pavilion for essential maintenance work.  When it comes to raising funds, you 

need to think outside the box!  Filling in Funding application forms is a great job for a rainy 

day and believe me, it gets easier the more that you do! 

Don’t be afraid to use the barter system, to ask for favours and to always haggle:   You 

will get so much more done and achieve more than you realised was possible.  Keep your 

budgets tight and use the goodwill that is out there. People will usually appreciate what you 

are trying to do and most are happy to help where they can.   Don’t be afraid to haggle for 

supplies like litter pickers and gloves!    We are fortunate that we have many businesses that 

support us in practical terms; this makes a massive difference to our operation.    

So, spread the word!:   Use social media and the local press to highlight areas needing 

attention, post lots of before and after pictures.  We have found that Facebook is a great 

medium to share information and boost your group’s profile and also thank those who help 

you out. 

As I said earlier, we must see it as a great opportunity when marine litter is washed onto our 

shores, because, how else can it be removed?  We all know the statistics; it is costing our 

country millions of pounds each year to deal with litter.   We all need to do our bit to enjoy a 

cleaner country that we can ALL be proud of.  There is too much litter in the seas and it 

won’t go away.   It doesn’t matter who dropped it or where it came from, WE can make that 

difference.  

 


